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king was very slight in the far north, we have in this
union the beginnings of Scotland as we now know it.

The kings of Alba made several attempts to conquer
Strathclyde and Lothian, but at first without success.
fr North! Meantime the Norsemen continued their raids and made
settlements in the Hebrides, in the Orkney Islands, in
Caithness, and at various places all along the Scottish
coast.   Early in the tenth century these raids caused two
curious alliances.    First of all Constantine II, King of
Alba, allied with the English against the Danes, and then
becoming alarmed at the growing power of the English,
he formed an alliance with the Norsemen and the British
of Strathplyde against the English.   In 937 he was de-
feated by Athelstan, King of the English, at Brunanburh.
Eight   years   later,   however,   Athelstan's   successor,
The Battle King Edmund, finding that the Danes were using Strath-
of cvham, ^y^ ag a |3acjc (joor entranCe to his territories in north-
eastern England, harried it and then entrusted it to the
Scottish king, Malcolm I, who thus became its overlord.
Edmund's son, King Edgar, soon after his coronation, in
973, transferred the whole of Lothian, into which the Scots
had been infiltrating, to Kenneth II, who did homage
to him for it.   In 1018 the English Earl of Northumbria
challenged the right of the Scots to Lothian, but the
crushing defeat which King Malcolm II  inflicted on
him at Carham decided once and for all that Lothian was
to be part of Scotland.   In the same year the last semi-
independent King of Strathclyde died.    He was suc-
ceeded by Duncan, the grandson of Malcolm, who, when
. Malcolm died in 1034, became the first king of a united
Scotland.    It was very many years,  however,   before
the various peoples in Scotland came to regard one
another as fellow-countrymen, or even to speak the same
language. For a time it seemed as if Gaelic would become
the language of the whole of Scotland.